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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 5245 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PINT, SS, MO, MR, AG, LY 

SUB J : MOROCCAN FONMIN OFFICIAL ON WESTERN SAHARA AND MAURITANIA 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTRY POLITICAL DIRECTOR AHMED CHERKAOUI 
DISCUSSED WESTERN SAHARA AT SOME LENGTH DURING AN 
AUGUST 25 CALL BY CHARGE AND POLCOUNS. A USFP STALWART, 

CERKAOUI WAS BROUGHT BACK TO THE ISTIQLAL-LED FOREIGN 
MINISTRY EARILER THIS MONTH ON THE KING'S INITIATIVE 

AND HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN TASKED BY THE KING TO COORDINATE 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S SUPPORT ON THE SAHARA QUESTION. 

HE SERVED IN FONMIN AS SECRETARY OF STATE 1974-1977 AND 
HAS LONG BEEN A FORTHCOMING AND INSIGHTFUL SOURCE OF GOM 
VIEWS. HE NOTED THAT HIS KNOWLEDGE WAS INCOMPLETE SINCE 
THE SAHARA WAS NATURALLY A PROBLEM ON WHICH KING 
HASSAN WOULD TAKE THE LEAD. 

2. ALLUDING TO THE KING'S AUGUST 20 SPEECH (RABAT 5152), 
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CHERKAOUI SAID THE MOROCCAN POSITION WAS NOW CLEAR: 

THE CONSIDERABLE NATIONAL SACRIFICE TO DATE IN LIVES 
LOST AND ECONOMIC STRAINS PRECLUDED MOROCCO'S CEDING ON 
THE INTEGRITY OF ITS "OWN" TERRITORY AND THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF A STATE SEPARATING IT FROM MAURITANIA. FRANCE, 

THE IVORY COAST AND SPAIN, WHO HAD ADVANCED SUGGESTIONS 
FOR PEACE PLANS, WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT THIS FACT. ON THE 
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OTHER HAND, MAURITANIA'S DESIRE TO END ITS PART IN THE 
WAR WAS ALSO STRONG AND PERFECTLY UNDERSTANDABLE. 
MAURITANIA WAS NOT CAPABLE OF PROLONGED FIGHTING, AND 
MOROCCO'S OWN ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES LIMITED ITS ABILITY 
TO HELP. THERE WAS NO CLEAR WAY OUT OF THIS STALEMATE 
AND LITTLE APPARENT ROOM FOR MOVEMENT TOWARD PEACE. 

3. CHERKAOUI NOTED THAT AMONG THE "IDEAS" FOR A SOLUTION 
WAS A MAURITANIAN FEDERATION WITH THREE "LARGELY 
AUTONOMOUS" REGIONS, ONE FOR THE SAHAROUIS. (HE 
WOULD GO NO FURTHER TOWARD IDENTIFYING THE SOUCE OF 
THESE "IDEAS" THAN SAYING THE KING "HAD NOT EXCLUDED 

A MAURITANIAN SOLUTION.") CHERKAOUI WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC 
ABOUT EARLY MOVEMENT ON SUCH A SOLUTION. EVEN IN THE 
LONGER TERM THERE WERE PROBLEMS: A FEDERATION MIGHT 
PRODUCE, PARTICULARLY IN MAURITANIA'S PRESENT 
UNSETTLED STATE, CENTRIFUGAL FORCES WHICH WOULD DISMEMBER 
THE COUNTRY. THE POLISARIO WOULD VIEW SUCH A STEP AS 
ONLY A PROVISIONAL SOLUTION. THE ALGERIANS WOULD BE 
UNLIKELY TO ACCEPT THE ABSENCE OF A COMMON BORDER WITH 
A NEW SAHAROUI ENTITY AND THEREBY ACCESS TO THE ATLANTIC. 
THE IMPLICATION WAS THAT SUCH POSSIBILITIES MADE 
MOROCCO CAUTIOUS ABOUT A "FEDERATED MAURITANIA" PROPOSAL. 

4. CHERKAOUI SAID THAT THE KING'S HARSH WORDS FOR LIBYA 
IN HIS SPEECH WERE IN PART A REACTION TO THE VISIT TO 
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MAURITANIA OF A LIBYAN DELEGATION (A SERIES OF LIBYA- 
MAURITANIA ECONOMIC ACCORDS WAS ANNOUNCED ON THE 
DAY FOLLOWING THE SPEECH.) CHERKAOUI SAID THAT WHILE THERE 
WAS INDEED CAUSE FOR CONCERN ABOUT LIBYA'S ROLE. HIS 
IMPRESSION WAS THAT OULD SALECK WAS A MAN WOULD NOT 
ACT RASHLY. SALECK. CHERKAOUI SAID. HAD BEEN ON THE 
VERGE OF COMING TO MOROCCO LAST WEEK BUT THE TRIP HAD 
BEEN CANCELEED AT THE LAST MINUTE. HE DOUBTED THAT THE 
VISIT WOULD BE RESCHEDULED SOON AS MAURITANIAN ATTENTION 
WOULD NOW BE INCREASINGLY FOCUSED ON "NEXT MONTH'S" 

ARAB SUMMIT WHICH WOULD PRESUMABLY PROVIDE SALECK AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO DEAL DIRECTLY WITH ARAB LEADERS. 

MOFFAT 
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